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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested. 

THE £L& IM S 

New independent claim 7 has been added based on (now 
canceled) claim 3 set forth in the Amendment under 37 CFR 1.116 
filed by facsimile on October 25, 2004. 

New claim 8 depending from claim 7 corresponds to (now 
canceled) claim 4. 

New claim 9 has been added depending from claim 7 to recite 
the features of the present invention whereby the focus 
stabilizing apparatus is provided in an inverted microscope, and 
the fixing base is fixed to a revolver of the inverted 
microscope, as supported by the disclosure in the specification 
at page 71, lines 25-27, and page 72, lines 14-17. 

New independent claim 10 has been added based on (now 
canceled) claim 5 set forth in the Amendment under 37 CFR 1.116 
filed by facsimile on October 25, 2004, And new independent 
claim 10 has been prepared to more clearly recite the features of 
the displacement sensor of the present invention whereby the 
displacement sensor is provided between the stage and the 
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objective lens for detecting a displacement amount of the 
objective lens. 

New claim 11 depending from claim 10 corresponds to (now 
canceled) claim 6. 

New claim 12 has been added depending from claim 10 to 
recite the features of the present invention whereby the focus 
stabilizing apparatus is provided in an inverted microscope, the 
fixing base is fixed to a revolver of the inverted microscope, 
and the stage is fixed on the inverted microscope above the 
revolver, as supported by the disclosure in the specification at 
page 83, line 15 to page 8 4 r line 8. 

New claim 13 has been added depending from claim 10 to 
recite the subject matter of (now canceled) claim 5 set forth in 
the Amendment under 37 CF'R 1.116 whereby the displacement sensor 
comprises a target provided in a vicinity of an end of the 
objective lens, and a detector provided at the stage* 

New independent claim 1£ has been added to, in particular, 
recite the features of the present invention whereby the focus 
stabilizing apparatus comprises a movement mechanism which is 
provided between the fixing base and the minute movement table, 
and which allows the minute movement table to move in an optical 
axis direction of the objective lens; and whereby the focus 
stabilizing apparatus comprises a drive mechanism which is 
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provided between tine fixing base and the minute movement table, 
and which is adapted to minutely displace the minute movement 
table in the optical axis direct j on of the objective lens. See, 
for example, the disclosure in the specification at page 84, 
line 22 to page 87, line 3. 

And new claim 15 corresponds to new claim 12 depending from 
claim 14. 

No new matter has been added, and it is respectfully 
requested that new claims 7-15 be approved and entered. 

it********************** 

Entry of this Amendment, allowance of the claims and the 
passing of this application Lo issue are respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any comments, questions, objections or 
recommendations, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned for prompt action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Douolas Hoitz 
Reg. No. 33,902 

Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman & Chick, P.C. 
767 Third Avenue - 25th Floor 
New York, New York 10017-2023 
Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 
Fax No. (212) 319-5101 

DH:iv 
encs . 

-9- 



PAGE 13/13 ' RCVD AT 1213/2004 12:41:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8r29306 * CSID:212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-34 



